A very important series of questions will be put by- Mr hospital where all the sick can be placed, and a properly trained nurse in constant attendance." Unless the answer to these interrogations is satisfactory, the matter will certainly have to be pursued further.
UNDER THE GENEVA FLAG.
If the only result of the Peace Conference at the Hague is to put into force the proposals for observing the provisions of the Geneva Convention in future naval battles, it will not have been held in vain. In the probable event of the scheme of the Conference being carried out, the hospital ships in naval battles will henceforth be painted a distinctive colour and fly the Geneva flag; they will be respected during hostilities; they will take help to the wounded, sick, and shipwrecked without distinction of nationality; and they will not be liable to capture or their occupants to be made prisoners of war. It is obvious that the adoption of these humane and admirable proposals would have the effect of ensuring for the sick and wounded in naval battles much better attention than it has been possible to afford in the past; while as a provision for the security of the nurses in the hospital ships they are absolutely indispensable.
the cathedral nurse and loan society.
At the annual meeting of this society in Newcastleupon-Tyne a highly satisfactory report was presented by the committee. The record of work done by the nurses was as follows.: 1,823 cases visited, 16,176 visits paid, 186 times niglit nurses employed. The parishes of Benwell, Gosforth, and Jarrow are still worked by one of the cathedral nurses, by their own payments; and the financial statement shows that the income for the year exceeded the expenditure by the substantial sum of ?214, The Vicar of Newcastle, Canon Gough, in moving the adoption of the report, speaking from more than 50 years' experience of parochial work, bore testimony to the usefulness of the society, and Dr. Paget, who seconded, said he had heard from patients most glowing accounts of the way in which the nurses looked after them in their own homes. Dr. Hawthorn, in proposing a resolution recognising the value of the society's work, observed that he had had occasion to send at most inconvenient times to Miss Colman and her staff, but they had invariably responded most promptly and efficiently.
A PARSIMONIOUS BOARD OF GUARDIANS.
Notwithstanding the arguments and facts urged in favour of a subscription to the funds of the Newtown Nursing Association, the Caersws Board of Guardians have declined to vote a ?5 note for the purpose. The excuse for the parsimony is that well-to-do persons, and not the poor, benefit by the services of the nurse who resides in Newtown.
It was, however, pointed out at the meeting of Guardians that the well-to-do people who occasionally employ the nurse pay her for her attendance, but that most of her time is occupied in visiting the poor. Even on grounds of economy it was contended that the Nursing Association is entitled to support, as before the nurse came the Guardians incurred a large expenditure in paying people to attend outdoor cases, while since her advent that system has been done away with, and the money of the ratepayers has been saved. But the contention fell on deaf ears, and,the Caersws Board will have neither part nor lot in the movement which has been so warmly supported in The doctor may complete the examination with the patient lying on her back, or he may desire to have her turned on her side. In the latter case you will draw the patient close up to the edge of the bed, with which she will lie parallel and on her left side ; her left arm will be thrown behind her and can lie over the edge of the bed ; her head will be on the pillow, her knees drawn up?the right one rather higher than the other, and the patient's clothing will be pulled out of the way, leaving her with hips uncovered by anything except a sheet which lies over her. You will stand by the doctor, and pass to him the lubricant when he is ready to use it, and such instruments as he calls for.
After examination the patient may or may not require a douche of 1 in 2,000 sublimate lotion, or she may be merely made comfortable in bed again. If an anaesthetic has been administered you will, of course, remain with her till consciousness is quite established. Turn her face to one side, put a towel beneath her chin, and have a basin or soap dish in readiness lest she vomit. She would not be given any food for three or four hours after she had recovered consciousness, and then patients usually find a cup of tea and milk the most agreeable thing to start with. Food for the remainder of the day would be liquid, and unless there are orders to the contrary the ordinary diet would be resumed on the following day.
Where a patient is to be examined at the rooms of the doctor, she will have had directions about the attention to her bowels, and all you will be called upon to do will be to prepare her for examination in the following way.
It will be well for the patient to empty her bladder, which is an essential condition preceding all examinations and operations. You will assist her to remove her corset and waistband, and she will lie on the couch on her back with a light rug thrown over her, leaving exposed the abdomen. You will now call the doctor into the room, and when he has. finished his examination of the abdomen you will direct the patient to draw up her right knee. You will draw the clothes away from the buttock, and hand the lubricant and instruments as required.
If the patient is to be examined lying on her side, the knees will be drawn up as before, after she has assumed the same position, and if you are given any instruments to hold, yo11 will be careful to hold them at the precise position desired by the doctor. If it be a Sim's speculum, do not cram it into the patient, but pull it towards you as you stand at her back, so that the blade of the instrument that is inserted may draw back the posterior wall of the vagina and provide plenty of room for the examination. Before passing it to the doctor you will have dipped the back of the blade that is to be used in vaseline or some other lubricant. These are cases in regard to which it is very difficult to give a prognosis. Some, perhaps a third, get well; the rest don't, and that is all one can say. What has to be remembered, however, is that many women in whom the craving recurs more or less periodically are really ill? suffering from recurring maladies, mostly of a neurotic type, for the discomforts, the sinkings, the depression, and sometimes the pain of which they have unfortunately discovered a remedy in alcohol. One must not be in a hurry to throw stones at women for drinking nntil one is assured that they are not suffering from disease. Even so, however, much may be (lone by total abstinence to keep at bay the craving, and to render it difficult to get at that " 
